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P L A T I NUM

G E N E  B R O S C O W  &  R A C H E L L E  W I L S O N
J O E  &  S H A R O N  H E R N A N D E Z

S H I R L E Y  R O S S

GO LD
R O B E R T  A L T M A N  &  M I C H E L L E  S A N D L E R

J O E L  &  H A L L I E  B E R M A N
K A R E N  C A P L A N  &  J A C K  D A L Y

A N D R E A  C H A I T  &  S E A N  W A L T E R
M I C H E L L E  &  C L A U D I A  G E L L E R

C Y R U S  &  C A T H Y  G I P O O R
A A R O N  &  L E S L I E  K E R N

N E I L  &  J E S S I C A  K O R N S W I E T
C H A R L I E  &  C A T H Y  N I E D E R M A N

M A R L Y N  P H I L L I P S
D I A N E  P R I N C E

J E F F R E Y  &  T E R I  R O T H
E D I T H  &  H I L A R Y  S M I T H

H O W A R D  &  D I A N E  S P I E L M A N

S I L V E R
B E V E R L Y  A U G U S T

M I R I A M  C A R R
I A N  &  G A Y L E  C H A I T

F R A N  D E K O V N E R
M I C H A E L  &  K I M  G R E E N F I E L D

L I N D A  H I R S C H
L Y N N E  H O R N

S I D N E Y  &  R O B E R T  L A H A M
D A N  &  P A T T I  L E V I N

M E R C E D E S  N E V E S - H A T C H W E L L  &  M O N T Y  F I S H E R
R I C H A R D  &  D E A N N E  R U B Y

C H R I S T I N E  T A X I E R
M I C H E L L E  &  D A V I D  T W I S S E L M A N N

S T E L L A  L O E B  U N G A R
J A C K I E  &  D O U G  W I G G I N S

S U S A N N E  W O L F F
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

December Shabbat Schedule

7

13

14

20

21

Lay-Led Minyan

Body, Mind & Spirit Shabbat

Torah Study w/ Rabbi

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 PM

9:00 AM

Friday

Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

January Shabbat Schedule

4

11

17

24

25

Lay-Led Minyan

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Torah Shabbat Service

Lay-Led Minyan

9:00 AM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

Friday 6 Family Shabbat Service 7:00 PM

Friday

Saturday 28 Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

9:00 AM

Saturday

10 Choir Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

7:30 PM

Saturday

3 7:00 PM

27

18 Lay-Led Minyan 9:00 AM

Friday

Torah Study w/ Rabbi

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Family Shabbat Service

Choir Shabbat Service 
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Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday

February Shabbat Schedule

8

14

15

21

22

Body, Mind & Spirit Shabbat

Lay-Led Minyan

Torah Study w/ Rabbi

7:30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Friday 7 7:00 PM

Friday 28 Torah Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

Shabbat ALIVE! Service

Brotherhood Choir Shabbat

Family Shabbat Service
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                              Many of us will remember for a long time what we were doing on Tuesday night,
                              Nov. 5 or first thing the morning of Nov. 6th. I know that on Tuesday night, I was 
                              glued to the TV as I followed the incoming results on my lap top. I had a few 
                              glasses of champagne and lots and lots of popcorn. I planned this “girl dinner” 
                              regardless of the outcome. It would either be celebratory or to console me, 
                              regardless, I knew that I would enjoy it.  

I can see from the results and even from talking to members of our congregation that there are
very different reactions to the election. There are many who are devastated, scared, and uncertain
of what is to come. And there are those who are hopeful, relieved, and are looking forward to some
of the promised changes. From where we stand, it can be hard to understand how another can see
things so differently. This is why, I believe, as I spoke about on Erev Rosh Hashanah, that it is
important that we keep relationships with family and friends, even if they voted differently in the
election.

We have a crisis of misunderstanding in our country where people are polarized to such a degree
that they think no one can authentically feel or believe otherwise. We need now more than ever to
take the time to actively listen to one another. Posting and venting on social media doesn’t
persuade anyone to reconsider their views. This merely strikes lines of demarcation that say, “You
are either with me or against me.” Instead, we need to pull our friends and family members closer
to us and even if we agree not to discuss politics, we can still gain from the love and support we
have earned over the years.

If we are brave enough, if we are anchored, we can ask, “Why did you vote in the way that you did?
What are the benefits, in your opinion, to be gained for our country?” And then, do not argue with
them! You can respond, as I instructed in my Rosh Hashanah sermon, with any of the following, “I
notice that…. I appreciate that….I wonder that…” We can actively listen and learn from one another.
Generally, once a person feels listened to and understood, they will be open to hearing why you
believe as you do. We have a lot to learn from one another and we need our relationships to
transcend political differences.

As we are embarking on a new chapter in America, perhaps we would be wise to not see all in stark
terms. For those who see Trump as the devil incarnate, perhaps not everything he does will be evil,
malicious, or harmful. Could there be some good that comes from his policies and even his
personality? And for those who see his administration as a welcome reprieve, perhaps not
everything he will do should be supported. Maybe, there are things that he will strive to do that
must be condemned. We need an open mind to see how policies and events will unfold.

And for those who are scared, know that we will support you as your congregation. Our synagogue
is and will remain a place of tolerance for those who are LGBTQ+ and those who are of different
races, ethnicities and religious backgrounds. Our values are based on Torah, i.e., learning and
studying the richness of our tradition. We observe the mitzvoth that bring meaning to Shabbat,
holidays, and life cycle observances. And we engage in acts of lovingness because

Election, our country, and us
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we are commanded to do so but also because it is who we are. Our values and tradition define us
and can give us strength and community in a time when we need it most. 

In times of upheaval, it is even more important to live by our traditions. Even if leaders of our
country engage or say unsavory things, we can double down on being kind to one another. We
have control over ourselves, what we say, what we do, and how we comport ourselves. To be a
Jew in the best way is to be a light on to the nations. We can be a beacon of light for others by
being welcoming, compassionate, caring, and understanding.

What I am saying, regardless of who you voted for in this last election, is that we need one another.
You all make our congregation the vibrant place where we embrace the values of being a Reform
Jew. We can strive on an individual level to rise up to be the best version of ourselves not just at a
synagogue but also with our family, in our neighborhood, and in our community.
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                                     As we approach the end of the 
                                     calendar year, let’s look back on 
                                     what the Brotherhood has 
                                     accomplished so far in 2024/2025.
                                     On August 3, we held our annual
                                     baseball night, when the Angels
                                     took on the New York Mets, and on
                                     August 25, we hosted our annual
                                     membership barbecue, providing
beverages and delicious entrées of tri-tip and chicken,
expertly barbecued by VP of Membership Jerrold Korn,
for approximately 45 attendees to enjoy, to go with the
salads, side dishes, and deserts brought by the
congregants. Many thanks to the Brotherhood volunteers
who helped with the set-up, barbecue and clean-up.

On September 8, the Brotherhood kicked off the new
school year by barbecuing hamburgers, hot dogs, and
veggie burgers and dogs for approximately 50 students,
teachers, and parents on the first day of Jewish school.
Many thanks to the Brotherhood volunteers who helped
with this effort: Charlie Niederman, Jeff LeBoff, Steve
Loken, Leonard Silberman, Greg Korduner, Jack Opkins,
and our grill master, Jerrold Korn. On September 29, we
held our first brunch of the year, when the League of
Women Voters gave a presentation on California’s
propositions and ballot measures to an audience of
about 50 people. Many thanks to the Brotherhood
volunteers who helped with the set-up and food prep:
Steve Loken, Robin Harrison, Leonard Silberman, Charlie
Niederman, and Rick Katz.

On October 13, the Brotherhood erected its Sukkah in
preparation for Sukkot. Many thanks to the volunteers
who helped in this effort: Steve Loken, Dan Gary, Jeff
LeBoff, Greg Korduner, Robin Harrison, Mulu Harrison,
and Karen Pagter. Also, thank you to the volunteers who
transported the palm fronds to the Temple the previous
day: Sable Cantus, Dave Baroway, Leonard Silberman,
Charlie Niederman, Howard Tobey, and Ian Chait, who
also provided the palm fronds. And a big thank you to
Jason Mino, who reinforced the roof of the Sukkah and
singlehandedly took it down because a wedding
necessitated its removal ahead of schedule.

On October 27, the Brotherhood inaugurated our
remodeled sanctuary with a concert by Billy Nation, a Billy
Joel tribute band. The concert was attended by
approximately 125 people, and it was preceded by a
lunch of pasta with marinara sauce, gnocchi with pesto
sauce, garlic bread, and Caesar salad, all for $10. The
audience left the concert with smiles on their faces. 
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Many thanks to the volunteers who helped with
publicity, room set-up, and food prep and service: Steve
Loken, Leonard Silberman, Robin Harrison, Jerrold Korn,
master chef Howard Tobey, Jim Michaeloff, Aaron Kern,
Robert Laham, Cathy Katz, Candy Fox Tobey, Karen
Pagter, Charlie Niederman, Dan Gary, to the
Brotherhood’s generous sponsors, and a big thank you
to Rick Katz, who came up with the idea for the concert
and lunch and handled the details to make this event
successful.

On December 8, the Brotherhood will hold its annual
Chanukah Carnival. There will be unlimited carnival
games, video games, a face painter, and a bounce
house, all for $10, and we will close out the carnival with
a magic show in the sanctuary. In addition to the games,
there will be prizes and good food, including
hamburgers, hot dogs, veggie burgers, Chinese Chicken
Salad, and beverages. This year’s effort is headed by
our new Carnival Chair, Aaron Kern. Also, please mark
your calendars for upcoming Brotherhood events: a
Brotherhood/Adult Ed Brunch on January 5, when VP of
Programming Charlie Niederman will recount his
personal experiences in “A Cold War Incident.” On
January 25, the Brotherhood, along with the Women of
Beth David, will hold our annual membership dinner,
and the Brotherhood’s Annual Shabbat service will take
place on February 14, which will be followed by another
brunch on February 16.

Lee Netzer
Interim President
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                               Women of Beth David got off to a great start for this year! Our Kick-Off event on
                               September 22 was “Not Your Mother’s (or Grandmother’s) Sisterhood.” Thank you
                               to Karen Korduner, Jackie Lindstrom, and Deb Lelchuk for chairing this event. Thank
                               you also to their committee - Laurie Schneider, Robyn Michaeloff, Eileen Tobey, 
                               Florence Sudakow, Laurel Jarrick, and Elaine Netzer. Our speakers were Lisa McCall
                               from Beth David and Galit Reitman from Temple Beth Shalom discussing what is 
                               Important to them about Sisterhood. 

On October 20 Roni Robbins spoke about her book, Hands of Gold: One Man’s Quest to Find the Silver
Lining in Misfortune. The book is based on a true story left on cassette tapes by her grandfather who
survived TB, a workplace shooting and an accidental killing, and walked thousands of miles across
several countries to flee antisemitism in pre-Nazi Europe. Thank you to KeriGee Semmelman for
bringing this program to us. Thank you to her committee—Candy Fox-Tobey, Laurel Jarrick, Jason
Mino, Mulu Skinner-Harrison, Robin Harrison, Deb Lelchuk, Ellen Korn, Jackie Lindstrom, Sue LeBoff,
Shirley Ross, Elliot and Aubree Semmelman, and Leslie Kern.

November 1 through December 15 Women of Beth David is collecting for Orangewood foundation. A
list of items needed is on the flyer below.

The Chanukah Carnival is December 8. Women of Beth David will have Latkes, the Bake Sale, the
Boutique, and the Judaica Shop available.

Brotherhood and Woman of Beth David Membership dinner is January 25. There will be Santa Maria
BBQ dinner and music of the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s by HIGH NOON. There will be NO AUCTION. Hope to
see you all there!

On January 26 Women of Beth David and the Jewish School are having a Tu B’Shevat Sedar. Volunteers
are needed. Please email Deb Lelchuk if you are available to assist with this event.

Buy MAZELGRAMS to send Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary wishes. Mazelgram forms are in
the Megillah and in the Shavua Tov.

Shalom,
Sue LeBoff
President, Women of Beth David
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Did you know that the TBDFOC was founded as an independent non-profit corporation in
1992 for the purpose of benefitting Temple Beth David? Currently, 15 Funds are managed by
the Foundation Board. In succeeding articles, each of these funds will be discussed, but for
this article  the Rabbi Henri E. Font Fund is featured. This fund is Scholar-in-Residence, which
was near and dear to Rabbi and Reggie Front, and nurtured by their son, Seth. 

Over the years, this fund has made is possible for scholars of many venues to come to Beth
David and make excellent presentation - typically coupled with a famous Sunday brunch put
together by Brotherhood and Women of Beth David. Some of you may recall author Ron
Arons talking about The Hews of Sing Sing, author Steven Pease talking about The Golden Age
of Jewish Achievement, and many other interesting presentations of rabbinic academic quality
and one dealing with The Crypto Jews of New Mexico. 

For any questions please feel free to contact me or any other Foundation Board member.

Howard Spielman, President

Charlie Niederman, V.P.
Ruth Kramer, Secretary
Shirley Ross, Treasurer
Hallie Berman, Member
Marc Serlin, Member
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                   Beth David Library Column
                     December 2024, January & February 2025

                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                

Hello from west of Hawaii. I am on a 33-day Princess Cruise Ship sailing from Los Angeles to
Hawaii, Samoa, Fiji, and Tahiti and back to Los Angeles. Right now, we are sailing to Samoa. We
were in Honolulu yesterday.

The Beth David Library is housed in 3 places in Beth David.
1. Reference is in the Rabbi’s office. 94 books
2. Picture books for ages 1-8 are in the Director of Education Office in the school building. 800
books
3a. Middle Grade, and Young Adult books are in the Youth Lounge ages 9 – 17. 300 books
3b. Adult Fiction and Nonfiction books are in the Youth Lounge. 300 books

I was given about 12 new PJ Our Way books by Jenna the new Director of PJLibrary in the Jewish
Federation in Irvine. When I get back in early December, I will catalog them and add them to the
collection. PJ Our Way books are for ages 9 – 11 and sent free once a month to any tween who
signs up for a subscription.

At the end of January or beginning of February I will be buying up to 6 new books for Jewish
Children, Tweens and Teens. The Sydney Taylor Book Awards and Jewish Book Council Awards will
be announced. I buy the award winner in each category from both awards hence up to six books.

The Beth David Library Catalog can be searched online in the comfort of your own home. Go to
the Beth David website at www.templebethdavid.org. Then Click on Jewish Learning and then click
on Library.

Michelle Sandler MLS
Librarian
Beth David
Westminster, California                                      
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Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/beer-wine-dreidels/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/beer-wine-dreidels/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/strike-a-light-hanukkah-bowling-bash/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/strike-a-light-hanukkah-bowling-bash/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/body-mind-spirit/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/body-mind-spirit/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/hands-of-gold-one-mans-quest-to-find-the-silver-lining-in-misfortune/


Click on image for event infoEvents

https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/billy-nation-a-tribute-to-billy-joel-concert/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/wafty-6th-12th-hanukkah-event/
https://www.templebethdavid.org/events/wafty-6th-12th-hanukkah-event/
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Building Fund
Thomas Marion Donation
Ruth Kramer’s Donation

General Fund
Karen Watson in memory of Martin Greenstein

Vincent Baehr in memory of Emil L & Vesta L Baehr
Milton & Romelle Jelinowicz in memory of Harry Jelinowicz

Brotherhood Fund
Robert & Nanette Minow in memory of Martin Greenstein

Gene Broscow in memory of Esther Broscow
Jerrold & Ellen Korn in memory of Marvin Korn

John Bigley in honor of Rick Katz for all his hard work with the Billy Joel event

Sisterhood Fund 
Annette & Stan Helfman in memory of Mickey Lewin

Janice Madnick’s Donation
Eugene Broscow & Rachelle Wilson in memory of Denise Powell

Anne Farber, Carolyn Secrist, & Pamela Farber in memory of Ed Farber

Prayer Book Fund
Cookie Ruby in memory of Alan Ruby

Leonard Silberman’s Donation 
Pauline Field in memory of Stella Shenker

Dr. Leonard & Marjorie Brotchner Memorial Campership Fund
Jacki Brotchner’s Donation

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Phyllis Greenstein in memory of Martin Greenstein

Florence Sudakow in memory of Max Sudakow
Marilyn & Carl Kramer in memory of Dejon Green

Claire Schecter’s Donation
Chistine Taxier in honor or Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years

David & Joan Fisher in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years of inspirational leadership
Marlene & Jeff Kohn in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years
Aaron & Leslie Kern in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years
Sharon Fetterman in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years 

Lynne Horn in memory of Ted Horn
Sandra Goldberg’s in honor of Rabbi Nancy Myers for 20 years 

Temple Donations
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Temple Donations
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Carole Fleet’s Donation
Susan G. Abraham in memory of Raymond A. Abraham, M.D.

Michael Littenberg’s Donation
Susan Abraham in memory of Bobbe Moss

Lee & Elaine Netzer in memory of Charles Netzer

The Morton Wedner Memorial Special Projects Fund
Marlene Wedner in memory of Laura Gold

Marlene Wedner in honor of Diane Spielman’s Birthday
Marlene Wedner in memory of Charles Wedner

Maureen Broscow Memorial Fund
Lois Beskind in memory of Elsie Kolb

Robert Blum in memory of Carole Blum
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Sponsor Friday Night Live Stream 
in honor or memory of loved ones 

Only $180

Contact the office for more information

tbdavid@templebethdavid.org or (714) 892-6623



A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

( P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  T H E  
B E T H  D A V I D  O F F I C E )
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B E T H  D A V I D  W E B S I T E L I V E  S T R E A M

F A C E B O O K I N S T A G R A M

B E T H  D A V I D  P R E - S C H O O L B E T H  D A V I D  C H O I R

E V E N T  R E G I S T R A T I O N D O N A T I O N S

https://www.templebethdavid.org/worship/live-stream/
https://www.facebook.com/thisisbethdavid/
https://www.bethdavidchoir.org/
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